
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 11 (Part 3) 
Matthew 11:20-24 - Jesus denounces cities 
 

Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum were all Galilean cities in which most of Jesus’ miracles were performed. They saw great power 
but did not respond to Jesus’ message. Perhaps, considering the context of the cultural statement just preceding this, even these 
“good Jewish cities” were also unwilling to accept the very thing they their souls were looking for because it didn’t fit with 
their expectations and corrupted desires. 
 
In a stunning rebuke, Jesus lists three pagan cities (Tyre, Sidon and Sodom), each notorious for their evil and sin as places that 
would have repented had his miracles been performed there! The Jewish cities did not repent when they heard the gospel - perhaps it 
wasn’t their evil that was preventing them, but their “goodness”, their lack of recognition that they too needed saving.  

 
Matthew 11:25-27 -  
 

Beautifully placed at the end of this critical commentary by Jesus, we have the great invitation from the Christ. Jesus prays and 
thanks his Father for he has opened this kingdom invitation to. The “wise/intelligent” of this world can’t see it, but the “infants” 
do. It’s often the people who think they know everything who miss what matters. 
 
This isn’t the way the world works, but it is the way God has chosen to do things - and it’s his prerogative to do it that way! It 
is only through Jesus Christ that man and women can be saved. God is the only one that satisfies and fulfills, not to mention the 
one who forgives and redeems, and the only way for people to get to God in this day is through his son, Jesus (v. 27). 
 
And to the weary world, Jesus says “come to me…” 

 
Matthew 11:28-30 - Jesus’ invitation 
 

The way of the world and this culture has been described, and now Jesus offers a new way. Jesus is inviting his audience to submit 
to his teaching and his way. 
 
A yoke is a piece of wood used to connect a team of oxen together. This device enabled the two beasts to work together to plow or 
pull with the effort and weight being shared.  They would be united in the task, and move at the same pace to accomplish it.  In 
Jesus’ day this phrase was used by the rabbis to illustrate what it meant to follow their teaching and interpretation of God’s 
word and law.  This is now used by Jesus to call his followers to cease from their independence and self-reliant effort and 
surrender to him. 
 
Consider this in the context of this chapter: human beings are weary from searching for what satisfies.  They are heavy-laden 
either from the endless search for satisfaction or from the endless toil to be and stay “good”. And Jesus, knowing this better 
than any of us, invites, entreats, offers rest. 
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There is a yoke/burden associated with Jesus and his teaching, but it is not hard and heavy, it is easy and light.  The “work” of 
discipleship brings “rest” because our rabbi is gentle and humble in heart - what a beautiful description.  
 
In fact, this offer and these words are remarkable for their time and for ours. Here is a powerful observation by Dane Ortlund in 
his book based on these verses. 

 
“My dad pointed out to me something that Charles Spurgeon pointed out to him. In the four Gospel accounts given to us in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—eighty-nine chapters of biblical text—there’s only one place where Jesus tells us about 
his own heart.  
 
We learn much in the four Gospels about Christ’s teaching. We read of his birth, his ministry, and his disciples. We are told of 
his travels and prayer habits. We find lengthy speeches and repeated objections by his hearers, prompting further teaching. We 
learn of the way he understood himself to fulfill the whole Old Testament. And we learn in all four accounts of his unjust 
arrest and shameful death and astonishing resurrection. Consider the thousands of pages that have been written by 
theologians over the past two thousand years on all these things.  
 
But in only one place—perhaps the most wonderful words ever uttered by human lips—do we hear Jesus himself open up to us 
his very heart:  
  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. (Matt. 11:28–30) 

 
In the one place in the Bible where the Son of God pulls back the veil and lets us peer way down into the core of who he is, we 
are not told that he is “austere and demanding in heart.” We are not told that he is “exalted and dignified in heart.” We are 
not even told that he is “joyful and generous in heart.” Letting Jesus set the terms, his surprising claim is that he is 
“gentle and lowly in heart.” (Dane Ortlund, “Gentle And Lowly”, pages 17-18) 

 
We learn some pretty important things in this section. Let’s review and consider 
 

1 - You can be the greatest prophet the world has ever known, but that is nothing compared to being in God’s kingdom. Make your 
aim to live for God’s coming kingdom and minimize any drive to be great or known in this life. 
 
2 - Our culture is empty, searching and never satisfied. Always looking for the new thing that will fill their hearts with peace 
or love or satisfaction. The offerings of this world are limited at best in their ability to fill the longings of the human soul. The 
world is working overtime to find something other than God to give them meaning and purpose. This is important to know, even as 
Christians, so we do not get pulled in to the strong cultural rip currents all around us. 
 
3 - We should not trust in our goodness or think that we do not need saving. It’s foolish to compare ourselves to others or some 
artificial standard. Everyone needs salvation!  And the only way to be saved is to come to Jesus - not hearing about him or 
seeing his miraculous power, but surrendering our lives to his leading and learning from him how to live the right way.  Jesus is 
where life and rest and peace and love is found, why look anywhere else? 
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